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treated like a negro. He wanted to dismiss a groom on one
•occasion for having lent one of his coaches to this same brother,
to go somewhere in Paris.
• The most relieved of all was M. le Due d'Orleans. For a
long time he had groaned in secret beneath the weight of a
domination so harsh, and of chains he had forged for himself.
Not only he could no longer dispose or decide upon anything,
but he could get the Cardinal to do nothing, great or small, he
desired done. He was obliged, in everything, to follow the
will of the Cardinal, who became furious, reproached him, and
stormed at him when too much contradicted. The poor Prince
felt thus the abandonment into which he had cast himself, and,
by this abandonment, the power of the Cardinal, and the
•eclipse of his own power. He feared him; Dubois had become
insupportable to him; he was dying with desire, as was shown
in a thousand things, to get rid of him, but he dared not—he
did not know how to set about it; and, isolated and unceasingly
wretched as he was, there was nobody to whom he could -un-
bosom himself; and the Cardinal, well informed of this, in-
creased his freaks, so as to retain by fear what he had usurped
by artifice, and what he no longer hoped to preserve in any
other way.
As soon as Dubois was dead, M. le Due d' Orleans returned
to Meudon, to inform the King of the event. The King imme-
diately begged him to charge himself with the management of
public affairs, declared him Prime Minister, and received, the
next day, his oath, the patent of which was immediately sent
to the Parliament, and verified. This prompt declaration was
caused by the fear Fr4jus had to see a private person Prime
Minister. The King liked M. le Due d'Orl&ins, as we have
.already seen by the respect he received from him, and by his
manner of working with him. The Eegent, without danger of
being taken at his word, always left him master of all favours,
and of the choice of persons he proposed to him ; and, besides,
never bothered him, or allowed business to interfere with his
amusements. In spite of all the care and all the suppleness
Dubois had employed in order to gain the spirit of the King,

